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EDIZVRIAL 


Can God Be Angry Today? 


The Psalmist says: 


ys: “God is angry with the 
wicked every day.” 


Has the wrath of God against sin and unre- 
pentant sinners been abrogated in the New 
Testament? 


Does the Old Testament depict a God of 
wrath and punishment while the New Testa- 
ment reveals a different God, one of love and 
mercy, incapable of either anger or judgment 
on unrepentant sinners? 


These are live theological questions today 
and the reason is not far to find: men are look- 
ing for a God who meets their concept of 
deity and if the One revealed in the Scriptures 
does not meet that concept He is discarded, or, 
only those portions which meet their philo- 
sophical presuppositions are accepted. 


Strange to say, some of the sternest denuncia- 
tions of sin and sinners come from the mouth 
of the Lord himself. There are those who de- 
light in saying that God is too good to damn 
anyone. That which they forget, or ignore, is 
that men are already under the condemnation 
of sin and God’s love is manifested in His Son 
that the sinner might have pardon and forgive- 
ness. 


In John 3:18 we read: “He that believeth on 
him is not condemned: but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.” 


Man’s lost state is not because God has con- 
demned him but because he has REJECTED 
GOD’S PARDON. 


The neo-universalism so popular and so 
prevalent today is tremendously deceptive. It 
seems to ascribe to God the ultimate in love 
and mercy. But it denies the awfulness of sin 
and the overwhelming love and mercy which 
prompted Christ’s redemptive work on the cross. 


PAGE 2 


As a matter of fact universalism makes a mock- 
ery of the Cross. 


The thoughts, words and imaginations of 
man can never exhaust the subject of God's 
love; nor can it plumb the depths of His 
holiness and justice. That all of these meet 
in one supreme act on the Cross is the greatest 
story of the ages. 


God is love. Yes He is. 
But . . . our God is also a consuming fire. 


—L.N.B. 





The Authority of Christ 
and of His Ministers 


Calvin discusses this matter rather thoroughly 
in the Institutes IV. chapter 8 and paragraph | 
of chapter 9; in Instruction in Faith par 30; 
and in his address to Emperor Charles V on 
the Necessity of Reforming the Church. From 
these sources we digest Calvin’s view: 


“Now it is the prerogative of Christ to preside 
over all councils, and to have no mortal man 
associated with him in that dignity. But I main- 
tain that he really presides only where he gov- 
erns the whole assembly by His Word and 
Spirit,” IV. ix. 1. “Now the only way to edify 
the Church is for the ministers themselves to 
study to preserve to Jesus Christ his rightful 
authority, which can no longer be secure than 
while he is left in possession of what he has 
received from the Father, that is, to be the sole 
Master in the Church.” IV. viii. 1. 


Therefore, it is necessary to remember that 
whatever authority and dignity is attributed 
by the Holy Spirit in the scriptures to the 
sundry officers of the church, “it is given, not 
in a strict sense to the persons themselves, but 
to the ministry over which they were appoirted, 
or to speak more correctly to the Word, the 
ministration of which was committed to them.” 
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_.. “They should bring forward nothing of 
themselves but should speak from the mouth 
of the Lord.” IV. viii. 2. “The prophets were 
bound by this law to deliver nothing but what 
they had received,” par. 3. The apostles “were 
not to declaim according to their own pleasure, 
but to deliver with strict fidelity the commands 
of Him who had sent them,” par. 4. “The power 
of the church, therefore, is not unlimited, but 
subjected to the Word of the Lord,” ibid. “Noth- 
ing ought to be admitted in the church as the 
Word of God but what is contained in the law 
and the prophets and in the writings of the 
apostles, and there is no other method of teach- 
ing aright in the church than according to the 
direction and standard of that word,” ‘ 
“Christ limited their mission by this condition 
when he ordered them to go and teach not 
the fabrications of their own presumption, but 
whatever he had commanded them,” par. 8. 
“By the Word of God they may venture all 
things with confidence . . . but all in the Word 
of God,” par. 9. “He made the authority of 
everyone subject to the control of the Word 
of God . . . God denies to man the right to 
promulgate any new article of faith that He 
alone may be our Master in spiritual doctrine,” 
ibid. The papists “pretend that the church 
has authority to make new articles of faith,” 
par. 10. ““They ascribe to the church an au- 
thority independent of the Word; we maintain 
it to be annexed to the Word and inseparable 
from it” . . . Wherefore let not the church be 
wise of itself, nor think anything of itself, but 
let it fix the boundary of wisdom where Christ 
has made an end of speaking. In this manner 
it will distrust all the inventions of its own 
reason,” . . . “He hath forbidden the Church 
to add anything to His Word,” par. 13. “It 
is not lawful for the church to invent any new 
doctrine, or to teach and deliver as of divine 
authority anything more than the Lord has re- 
vealed in His word.”, par. 15. 


“Let pastors, then, have their due honor — 
an honor, however, not derogatory in any de- 
gree to the supreme authority of Christ to 
whom it behooves them and every man to be 
subject . . . Pastors are mistaken if they imagine 
they are invested with the government of the 
church on any other terms than that of being 
ministers and witnesses of the truth of God 
... let them not arrogate to themselves a power 
which God never bestowed upon priests or 
bishops,” Necessity of Reforming the Church. 


“Let us remember that this power (which 
in the Scripture is attributed to pastors) is 
wholly contained in and limited to the min- 
istry of the Word. For Christ has not properly 
given this power to the men but to His Word, 
of which He has made the men ministers. 
Hence let pastors boldly dare all things by 
the Word of God, of which they have been 
appointed dispensers; let them constrain all 
the power, glory and haughtiness of the world 
to make room for and to obey the majesty of 
that word; let them by means of that word 
command all from the greatest to the smallest; 
let them edify the house of Christ; let them 
demolish the reign of Satan; let them feed the 
sheep, kill the wolves, instruct and exhort the 
docile; let them rebuke, reprove, reproach, and 
convince the rebel — but all in and through 
the Word of God. But if pastors turn away 
from the Word to their own dreams and to the 
inventions of their own minds, already they are 
no longer to be received as pastors, but being 
seen to be rather pernicious wolves, they are 
to be chased away. For Christ has commanded 
us to listen only to those who teach us that 
which they have taken from His Word.” 
Instruction in Faith. 30. 


For the Church is “that sheepfold of which 
Christ alone is the Shepherd, and where His 
voice only is heard, and distinguished from the 
voice of strangers.” On the Necessity of Re- 
forming the Church. 


—W.C.R. 





Is Christianity a Mere GameP 


Earnest Worker is a Sabbath School periodical 
prepared for the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
the United Presbyterian Church, and the Re- 
formed Church in America. The Northern Pres- 
byterian Church does not participate in this 
periodical. 


In the issue of February 1958 an article by 
Dr. Roy E. Grace is reprinted from The United 
Presbyterian. Dr. Grace is here defending the 
merger of the United Presbyterian Church with 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. Such 
a defense is entirely appropriate in The United 
Presbyterian. But since the Reformed Church 
in America, a while back, voted down a merger 
with the United Presbyterians, and since more 
recently the Southern Church decisively defeated 
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union with Dr. Grace’s two bodies, one wonders 
why this article should be included in the 
Earnest Worker. 1s it the purpose to use Sab- 
bath School literature to stir up agitation and 
dissension over again in these other two de- 
nominations? 


Whatever the ethics of including this article 
in the Earnest Worker may be, a more impor- 
tant point is the argument Dr. Grace uses for 
his decision to support the merger. Mainly 
there are three arguments. 


The last one he mentions is his observation 
of so-called splinter groups in the Philadelphia 
area. He says, “I do not see them accomplish- 
ing anything very outstanding for the Kingdom 
of God.” It is a fact, however, that some of 
these small groups, relatively near to his own 
church, are doing tremendous work for mis- 
sions. “Their budgets for missions put most 
other congregations to shame. But of course 
it is hard to make a just estimate of how much 
any group is accomplishing. Missionary bud- 
gets do not tell the whole truth, much less do 
the numbers on the membership rolls. Can it 
be readily believed that large, fashionable, 
wealthy churches are accomplishing great things 
for Christ, if, when you visit the prominent 
members in their homes of an afternoon, the 
matron meets you with a cigarette in one hand 
and a cocktail in the other? 


The first two arguments are perhaps but two 
aspects of one idea. After making it quite clear 
that the United Presbyterian Church is being 
abolished ky a majority vote of 5814 (a clear 
majority, but less than a two thirds or three 
fourth vote) Dr. Grace says, “Even children do 
not like one who will not play unless he can 
win.” Dr. Grace! Do you mean to say that 
Christianity is a mere game? Is the preaching 
of the gospel a juvenile contest in which each 
minister plays to win? Were those who opposed 
union motivated by a desire to get the better 
of their fellow contestants? 


And is it Christian courtesy to make these 
insinuations about those whose consciences rebel 
at a modernistic program? 


The next argument is somewhat similar to 
the preceding. Dr. Grace remarks that when 
our President, Dwight D. Eisenhower, was last 
elected, the defeated Democrats did not move 
to Mexico. Quite true; but what is the im- 
plication? 


Was the difference between Eisenhower and 
Stevenson of the same nature as the difference 
between belief and unbelief in the vicarious 
atonement and the resurrection of Christ? 


Even within the sphere of politics Americans 
do not despise those who fled the governments 
of Europe to seek freedom here. Were the Pil- 
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grims selfish little children who wouldn’t play 
because they couldn’t win? Do we today despise 
those who are able to escape from communism 
and come west? And is it not conceivable that 
communism might so envelop the United States 
that good people would flee to another coun- 
try, if they could and if there were a free coun. 
try to flee to? 


But questions of the infallibility of the Bible, 
of the Virgin Birth, of the substitutionary atone- 
ment, of the resurrection of Christ from the 
grave are far more serious than children’s games 
or even politics. 


For the last twenty-five years the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. has not insisted on any 
of these doctrines. The Auburn Affirmation. 
ists declared that all these doctrines were un- 
essential, and that the first was false. More 
recently we have seen approval given to a min- 
ister who publicly declared that he had no 
truck with any of these doctrines. Is this ac- 
complishing anything very outstanding for the 
Kingdom of God? 


What can the purpose of a religious organi- 
zation be, if it does not insist on the atone- 
ment and the resurrection? Whatever the pur- 
pose is, is there any good reason for co-operat- 
ing in such a purpose? 


To my way of thinking, co-operation in such 
a purpose is not only a waste of time but a 
positive service to the forces of darkness. If 
Christ be not raised, our faith is vain and we 
are yet in our sins. 


—G.H.C. 





Syria and Egypt 


One of the most significant and potentially 
dangerous of recent events is the uniting of 
Egypt and Syria into one single political entity. 
One look at the map will show why such a 
union is unnatural and also why it is danger- 
ous. Yemen may also join this new nation. 


A further matter of significance, hardly no- 
ticed by the press, was Russia’s presentation 
of a luxurious private plane to the Syrian 
Premier. 


Turkey, a strong and valiant foe of Russia, 
lies to the North and West of Syria. Israel 
rests between Syria and Egypt. Egypt has used 
incredibly crude tactics working towards the 
downfall of the anti-Egyptian king of Jordan 
which lies to the East of Israel, even demanding 
his assassination in radio broadcasts beamed to 
Jordan. 


As much as we may wish to turn our faces 
in some other direction, the fact remains that 
the greatest potential trouble spot in all the 
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world is in the Middle East. Furthermore, the 
forces of Communism are consolidating their 
positions. That there will be an eventual out- 
break of war in that area would seem inevitable. 


It is now useless to attribute blame for the 
present situation but our pressure on Britain 
to give up her bases along the Suez Canal; our 
failure to insist on the observance of interna- 
tional agreements when the Canal was seized 
by Nasser; our strong pressures on Britain, 
France and Israel when they belatedly took 
action against Egypt; all of these things are 
contributing factors in the present situation. 


While rejected by some of the Arab states, 
Nasser is none the less the leading spokesman 
in that camp. He is able, scheming, aggressive 
and definitely aligned with the Communist bloc, 
not necessarily from the standpoint of ideolog- 
ical identification but because Russia is anxious 
to use him to further her ends and he is 
willing to be used to advance his own plans. 


Because our Christian faith has its geograph- 
ical origins in that part of the world, all Chris- 
tians are concerned. Because many believe that 
prophetic history will have its denouement in 
this same region there is also keen interest and 
anticipation from that standpoint. For the 
world as a whole, pagan and otherwise, the 
Middle-East is a focal point of interest because 
of the oil to be found there and the modern 
world’s dependence on this commodity. 


Regardless of the basis of interest, the world 
is confronted with a situation of the gravest 
importance. Just how and when the tensions 
may be resolved no one knows. But one thing 
is certainly indicated: 


Watch the Middle East. 
—L.N.B. 





The Second Helvetic Confession 
on Pictures 


The Second Helvetic Confession was adopted 
in 1566 and submitted by Frederick the Pious 
to the Diet of the Empire as the Calvinistic 
Confession adhered to by the Palatinate — a 
confession for which he risked his electoral 
dignity. It had been written in 1562 by Hein- 
rich Bullinger of Zuerich as a personal state- 
ment of his own faith when he thought he 
was dying of the pestilence and was at that 
time affixed to his last will and testament. 
This personal confession so pleased Frederick 
that he had other Reformed ministers consider, 
modify it in detail, and bring it to general 
acceptance. 


Schaff describes it as the most widely adopted 
and the most authoritative of all the Continental 
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Reformed symbols with the exception of the 
Heidelberg Catechism and as to theological 
merit occupying the first rank among the Re- 
formed Confessions. In the first volume of 
the Creeds of Christendom an English summary 
is given; in the third volume occurs the Latin 
from which the fourth chapter is translated 
thus: 


“CONCERNING IDOLS, OR IMAGES OF 
GOD, OF CHRIST AND OF SAINTS. 


1. Since God is indeed Spirit, invisible 
and infinite in essence, He cannot be rep- 
resented by any work of art or image. Hence 
we do not worship with images of God which 
Scripture calls empty lies. 


2. And so we reject not only the idols of 


the nations but also the images of the Chris- 
tians. For although Christ assumed human 
nature, yet He did not assume it in order 
to afford a model for statues or pictures. 
He denied that He had come to destroy the 
law and the prophets, Matt. v. 17; and by the 
law and the prophets images are forbidden, 
Deut. vi. 23; Isa. xl, 18. He denied that His 
bodily presence would be with the Church; 
He promised that He Himself would be 
perpetually with us by His Spirit, John xvi.7; 
2 Cor. v. 5. 


3. Who, therefore, can believe that 
shadows or images of His body could confer 
any use upon the pious? Since He abides in 
us through His Holy Spirit, undoubtedly we 
are temples of God, I Cor. iii.16. What fel- 
lowship, however, has the temple of God with 
idols, 2 Cor. 6.16. And as the spirits of the 
blessed and the heavenly saints, while they 
lived here, turned all their worship upon 
Him and opposed statues (Acts xiv. 15; Rev. 
xiv. 7; xxii.8,9), whensoever did it seem true 
to them that their own images, to which 
men genuflect, uncover the heads and bestow 
other honors upon, would please the heav- 
enly saints and angels? 


4. Indeed in order to establish men in 
religion, and admonish them of divine things 
and their own salvation the Lord ordered 
the preaching of the Gospel, Mark. 16.15, 
not the painting or teaching of the laity by 
pictures; also He established the sacraments, 
but He never ordained statues. 


5. And moreover, wherever we turn our 
eyes, things created by the living and true 
God meet our eyes, which, if they are ob- 
served as is proper, move, as is far more evi- 
dent than all the images of all men or pic- 
tures which are empty, immoveable, powerless 
and dead. Concerning which the prophets 
truly said, They have eyes but they see not. 
Ps. cxv. 5, 6, 7. 
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6. Moreover, we approve of the judgment 
of Lactantius in the old (patristic) scriptures 
when he declares, “There is no doubt but 
that there is no religion wherever there is an 
image.” Also we properly adduce what the 
blessed bishop Epiphanius did, who finding 
a veil in the front of a church, having on it 
an image pictured of Christ or of some saint 
tore it down and removed it: because he 
saw that it was contrary to the authority of 
the Scriptures to hang a picture of the man 
Christ in the Church. And so he enjoined 
that veils of that kind which are contrary to 
our religion should not henceforth hang in 
the Churches of Christ, but that more anxious 
care be taken against those things which are 
unworthy of the Church of Christ and of 
believing people. Also we approve of this 
judgment of Augustine concerning the true 
religion: “To us religion may not be the wor- 
ship of the works of men. For the artisans 
themselves are better than those things which 
they make and yet we ought not to worship 
even them” (Epist. 55). 

—W.C.R. 





“A THOUGHT FOR 
THE WEEK” 


Christ or Futility 
By Col. Roy LeCraw 


On and on rages the conflict between the 
heart and head of man. Man has striven through 
the ages to be guided by his intellect but the 
nearer he has come to attaining this end the 
more self-sufficient he has become.  Self-suf- 
ficiency begets Godlessness and substitutes sci- 
ence, thought and ethics for the Heart Story 
of salvation through Jesus Christ. 


Isn’t that really the only “trouble” with this 
country? Isn’t America in danger of losing her 
soul through her pitiful efforts to solve her 
problems through her own intellect? Well, lis- 
ten, friends. She can’t do it that way. It seems 
that in our egotism we will first try all else 
before we turn, or rather return to, the ONLY 
real solution. 


The only “new deal” that will do this coun- 
try any good is the same new deal that was fore- 
told for the world by Isaiah when he wrote, 
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon His 
shoulder; and His name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 


Need the question even be asked: Is the gov- 
ernment of this country upon his shoulder? Is 
Christ the number one Counsellor? Hasn’t the 


PAGE 6 





Prince of Peace just about been forgotten in a 
jumble of social laws, panaceas, formulae, isms 
and treaties? 


When the boy Jesus’ parents lost Him in 
Jerusalem they searched the town over for Him 
and finally found Him RIGHT WHERE THEY 
LEFT HIM, in the Temple, and _ similarly 
America which has lost Christ and has been 
searching for the things that He represents, 
everywhere else except in His house, must now 
return to the true churches of the land and 
there Christ may be found and with Him will 
be found the answers to our gropings and the 
solution of our problems. 


Christ or Futility? That is the question of 
the day. 
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Meeting of Board of World Missions 


Nashville, Tenn — (PN) — The Board of World 
Missions, meeting in its first session of 1958, in 
late January approved a spending budget for the 
year, recommended a budget for 1959, heard two 
special visitors tell of cooperative work throughout 
the world, and appointed five new missionaries. 


The Board also received the report of its treas- 
urer, Curry B. Hearn, that contributions for 1957 
to World Missions reached the all-time high of 
$3,576,175, an increase of $110,235 over 1956. 
Contributions from living donors increased $83,000, 
and income from special trust funds and bequests 
for support of the mission enterprise climbed 
$27,000. Mr. Hearn pointed out that giving from 
living donors, although increased, did not keep 
pace with the growth of the Church. 


Visiting and addressing the Board were Dr. 
Norris Wilson, executive secretary of Church 
World Service, and Dr. Barney Luben, secretary 
of the Board for the Christian World Mission of 
the Reformed Church in America, and secretary 
of the United Mission for Iraq, of which the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., is a new member. 


Dr. Wilson, bringing the thanks of CWS for 
the part the Southern Presbyterians have played 
in the work of this relief agency in 46 countries, 
startled the Board with the announcement that 
CWS is now effectively distributing 400 pounds 
of American surplus food for every $1.00 con- 
tributed through CWS. 


“We can now report to you that we are deliver- 
ing food to the hungry of the world at the rate 
of $5.00 per ton!” Dr. Wilson declared. “At this 
rate, we are safe in saying that many people are 
giving away tons of food in bridge prizes!’’ 


Dr. Wilson also emphasized that this “ecumenical 
commerce of love and helpfulness” in which 34 
denominations are sharing, is a demonstration of 
“Christian agility.” It is, he stated, “of utmost 
importance that the Church be quick and sure in 
its movements to aid people beset in health and 
fortune” in this dangerous age. Through CWS, 
and its depots of donated clothing and food, the 
Church is now able to act quickly while suffering 
and need is at a peak following disaster — ex- 
pressing Christian concern while the expression 
means something. He cited as example the fact 
that within the span of 24 hours Church World 
Service has on many occasions within the past 
year moved to meet a new and unforseen need. 


Dr. Luben, speaking during the second day of 


| the Board meeting, gave a detailed report on the 


nature and type of work being carried on by the 


| United Mission for Iraq. The Presbyterian Church, 
| U.S., this past year became a partner in this mis- 
| sion, along with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 


the Reformed Church, and the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church. The Southern Church does not 
yet have missionaries in Iraq, but is already con- 
tributing to the expansion and support of work in 
progress. 


“You have put yourself to a more difficult task 
than you realize,” Dr. Luben declared. “The Mus- 
lim work offers the hardest, stoniest soil facing 
the Christian Church anywhere. The work in Iraq 
takes a consecrated stubbornness. The task is not 
to produce statistics, but to bear witness.” 
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In Iraq, with its 6,000,000 population, the United 
Mission has won an average of five converts in 
each of the past five years. But in Dr. Luben’s 
opinion, the development of the oil industry in 
Iraq is shaking the ancient Muslim order in such 
a way that the people are listening to the Chris- 
tian Gospel as they have never done before. “I 
believe,” he said, “that God has ordained that 
this is the period in which Christ’s words can be 
heard by the Iraqi.” 


Appointment of new missionaries was off-set by 
the acceptance of resignations or retirements of 
several veteran missionaries, so that the total force 
of Presbyterian missionaries in nine countries 
shows a net loss for this season of the Board. 


Appointed missionary to the Congo are two 
young women, Miss Bettye Jean Mitchell and Miss 
Jacqueline Faye Speigner. Miss Speigner was 
named as a teacher of missionaries’ children for 
a three year term. A music teacher, whose home 
is Enterprise, Ala., and who is now teaching in 
Pensacola, Fla., Miss Speigner will go out to the 
Congo during the summer. 


Miss Mitchell, director of Christian education at 
the Janie Porter Barrett School for Girls at Peaks, 
Va., is being sent out as an evangelistic-educational 
missionary. A graduate of Assembly’s Training 
School and Virginia Union University, Miss Mitchell 
will represent the Board in something of a new 
venture. The Belgian Government has for several 
decades refused to admit Negro missionaries to 
work in the Congo. Only within the past year 
has this rule been relaxed slightly, and the Board 
has appointed Miss Mitchell as its first Negro 
missionary to the Congo since the retirement many 
years ago of the last of the heroic pioneer Negro 
missionaries to that country. It is not yet fully 
certain whether the newly appointed missionary 
can, under the new laws, actually serve in the 
country to which she has been appointed. 


Appointed missionaries to Japan are the Rev. 
and Mrs. Woodward Dale Morriss of Winnsboro, 
La., and Memphis, Tenn. Mr. Morriss has been 
pastor of Winnsboro Presbyterian Church since 
1954. The couple are both natives of Memphis and 
are graduates of Southwestern and Memphis State 
College, respectively. He holds his B.D. from Louis- 
ville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. They will 
go to Japan as evangelistic missionaries. The Mor- 
risses have two young daughters. 


The fifth appointee is Mrs. Verlin A. Krabill, 
bride of Brazilian missionary Dr. Krabill. Mrs. 
Krabill was appointed educational missionary ef- 
fective January 10, which was the date of the 
couple’s wedding. Mrs. Krabill, a native of Wheat- 
croft, Ky., has been a missionary in Brazil for the 
Baptist Church for about a year, and met her 
husband in the Campinas Language School. They 
were married by the Rev. Milton Daugherty and 
the Rev. Americo J. Riberiro. Mr. Daugherty is 
head of the Language School. 


Offsetting the gains to the missionary force 
were the retirements accepted, two each from 
Korea and Mexico. 


Miss Margaret H. Hopper and Miss Ada Mari- 


etta McMurphy, with 35 and 45 years of service 
respectively, are retiring from service in Korea. 
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The Board expressed to them deep gratitude for 
long and faithful service, taking special note of 
the way in which God has blessed the work of 
both. January 1, 1958, is the effective date of 
retirement for Miss Hopper, and Miss McMurphy 
will retire at the end of her present furlough year. 


Miss Katherine Gray and Miss Ivy Yeaworth, 
with 35 and 20 years of service in Mexico are 
also retiring, effective January 1, 1958, for Miss 
Gray, and January 1, 1959, for Miss Yeaworth. 
To both of these missionaries, the Board gave 
warm expressions of thanks for outstanding and 
effective work. 


Other losses from the missionary staff resulted 
from the resignation of the Rev. and Mrs. Frank 
T. Lemmon, missionaries to Mexico, forced to 
leave the service because of health. The young 
couple went out to the field in 1956, but were 
able to remain on the field less than a year. 


Also from the Congo, the Board accepted with 
deep regret the resignation of Miss Blanche Saw- 
yer, after 18 years’ service. Miss Sawyer asked 
that her resignation be made effective November 
4, 1957. 


Much business was transacted in the crowded 
sessions in addition to action of personnel as 
indicated above. Of great importance to the Ko- 
rean Mission was the Board’s approval of an 
agreement reached by representatives of Protes- 
tant missions working in Korea, with the Minister 
of Finance of the Republic of Korea. The agree- 
ment makes it possible for mission funds to be 
exchanged through designated Korean import com- 
panies so as to obtain a much more favorable 
rate than the old 500 hwan to 1 dollar rate. This 
action, which will enable the missionary funds to 
buy more nearly full value in services and supplies, 
will ease the drain on Board resources. (It had 
been having to pay missionaries 3/5th higher sal- 
ary to guarantee ratio of income), and will enable 
the mission to proceed on urgently needed build- 
ing projects that the old rate made prohibitive. 
The agreement was reached on December 18, and 
includes all but a small portion of the total funds 
of the mission. 


Of tremendous interest to every mission field 
of the Church was the action taken on the request 
from each field for increases in spending budget 
for 1958. The Board voted 10% increases for 
every field, and approved additional projects total- 
ing hundreds of thousands of dollars as “special 
askings” for the fields. These items, ranging from 
typewriters to airplanes to major construction 
projects will not be financed out of the regular 
budget unless money coming in during 1958 ex- 
ceeds the regular budget figures, or unless major 
gifts from classes or individuals are designated for 
the special askings items. 


Other financial matters included approval of 
three major projects in Brazil. The Board voted 
$10,000 to CAVE, the cooperative audio-visual 
center, for expanding its work in 1958, and prom- 
ised to consider a similar grant in 1959. It voted 
$5,000 each to the Campinas Theological Seminary, 
and to the Presbyterian Seminary of the North 
for 1958, and promised to consider each year for 
four years the continued support of both institu- 
tions at the same rate. Both gifts are contingent 
upon matching funds being given by the Board of 
the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church, and both are part 


of a long-range plan for preparing the seminaries 
for “self-support.” 


Note was taken of the acceptance of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., into membership in the Jap- 


PAGE 8 








The world s greatest 
commentary on the 
International Bible 
Lessons for Christian 


Teaching. 
PRICE $2.95 


PRINTED IN U.S.A. 


Order from 
The 
Southern Presbyterian 
Journal 


Weaverville 
North Carolina 














anese International Christian University Founda- 
tion, as of December 17. Dr. Harry Moffett and 
Dr. Hugh Bradley, Board representatives to the 
Foundation, reported attending the meeting of the 
Foundation January 9 for the first time. 


The Board also approved recommendations to 
the General Assembly which will be presented in 
the Board’s annual report, and approved a budget 
for 1959 of $4,500,000 to be presented to the 
General Council’s Budget and Stewardship for 
study, possible revision, and later recommendation 
to the General Assembly for action. 


Dr. D. J. Cumming, educational secretary of 
the Board, reported that the Youth Caravan from 
Mexico, made up of 12 young Mexicans and three 
missionary leaders, was a resounding success when 
it came to this country for the Youth Convention 
and later toured a number of the synods. 


In connection with the report of the Committee 
on Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid, the Rev. 
Paul B. Freeland, secretary of the Department, 
presented to the Board a copy of the first French 
edition of Calvin’s Institutes. The book, printed 
in 1559, was given to the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., by the Reformed Church of France, in ex- 
pression of appreciation for the aid which the 
American Church has rendered the French. It 
was given to Mr. Hearn, when he passed through 
France on his return from the Belgian Congo, to 
deliver to the home Church. By vote of the Board, 
the highly valuable and rare book will be placed 
in the Historical Foundation, Montreat. Even 
though the Foundation has one of the greatest 
collections of Presbyterian materials in the world, 
this will be a unique treasure. 


The Committee on Overseas Relief and Inter- 
Church Aid also reported to the Board that the 
experience of the Church, and of Church World 
Service, through which much of the aid of this 
denomination is channeled, is that there is a great 
searcity of used, good clothing for distribution 
to points of need. The report states that “at a 
time when requests from the fields are higher 
than they have ever been, clothing, which is s0 
readily available in our homes, is actually a scar- 
city in the CWS warehouses. The total clothing 
available for shipment this past year was approx!- 
mately four million pounds. The requests from 
the field for 1958 total ten times that amount.” 


The same committee reported that the 1957 
Easter Offering total reached $104,046.47, an 
increase of $6,670.29 over the offering of 1956. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 2 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


One In Christ 


Background Scripture: Luke 9:49,50; John 17:20-26; Ephesians 4:1-16 


Devotional Reading: Philippians 2:1-11 


There can be no real unity until there is oneness of mind. We have a striking illustration of this in the 
Assembly we call (almost ironically) the United Nations. Two conflicting ideologies exist in this body, 
and even among those who are allies there are often major disagreements. The result is confusion and 
quarrelling of the most violent nature. The same thing has occurred in church assemblies, sometimes caus- 
ing a split in the church, or bitter words and ruffled tempers. 


In the early church the expressions “of one accord” or “of one mind” are often used to express the idea 


of being “one in Christ.” 


exhortation is given, “Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus.” What is the 
mind of Christ? Love, tender mercies, humility, 
service and sacrifice are manifest. If we are to 
be “One in Christ” then these things must char- 
acterize us. Jesus, in His great High Priestly 
prayer prays that we may be one even as He and 
the Father are one. This unity goes far deeper 
than organization. You might compel people to 
belong to one organization, but you cannot force 
them to have real unity. A Unitarian and an 
Evangelical might belong to the same church but 
they would not be “One in Christ.” 


I. “He that is not against us is for us”: 


Luke 9:49, 50. 


John had said to Jesus‘ “Master, we saw one 
casting out devils in thy name; and we forbade 
him, because he followeth not with us.” And 
Jesus said, Forbid him not: for he that is not 
against us (or you) is for us (or you). This 
statement should be compared with the one in 
Matthew 12:30. “He that is not with me is 
against me; and he that gathereth not with me 
scattereth abroad.” In the instance from Luke 
the man who was casting out devils “in thy name” 
was a follower of Christ, but for some reason was 
not associated with the regular group of disciples. 
We have cases like this today. There are inde- 
pendent churches which do not belong to any of 
the regular denominations but they are followers 
of Christ and are working “in His name.” We 
are not to condemn those who wish to work in- 
dependently. Do they believe in and love and 
work “in His name”? If so, we should rejoice 
in this work, even as Paul rejoiced when “Christ 
was preached,” by those who did not like, or 
follow, Paul. 


The case from Matthew is very different. The 
Pharisees hated Jesus and even went so far as to 
say, “This fellow doth not cast out devils, but 
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In our Devotional Reading from Philippians this thought is stressed and the 





bv Beelzebub the prince of the devils.” They (the 
Pharisees) were in no sense helping Jesus, but 
doing all in their power to discredit Him in the 
eyes of the people. It was in this connection that 
Jesus gave the solemn warning, “He that is not 
with me is against me.” Let us not confuse the 
avowed enemies of Christ and of His Gospel with 
sincere believers who prefer to work on an in- 
dependent basis. 


II. “That they all may be one”: John 17 :20-26. 


In this great prayer Jesus had been praying for 
His immediate disciples, that they be not of the 
world but sent out into the world, even as He 
Himself had been sent. 


In verse 20 He begins to pray for those who 
“shall believe on me through their word; that 
they all may be one; as thou Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they all may be one in us.” 
We can easily see that this is a deep spiritual union. 
It has no reference to any organization. It is a 
union of mind and spirit, making us the body of 


Christ. 


This is the sort of union that will make the 
world believe “that thou hast sent me.” It will 
result in the glory of God and of Christ resting 
upon them. It is a tie of love which binds all 
disciples together. It will guarantee that we shall 
be with Him and behold His glory. 


Oh, for this sort of unity in the church! A 
unity of love and oneness of mind and soul. The 
Visible Church may seem far from this wonderful 
ideal. The Invisible Church, consisting of “all the 
redeemed,” is one in Christ. Let us remember this, 
and not be too much disturbed by the existence 
of different bodies, or denominations. We all have 
the same Bible, the same Saviour, and the same 
Hope. Let us love all the brethren, and in this 
way show that we have passed from death to life. 
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III. The Unity of the Spirit, Unity of Faith, 
Unity of Gifts, Unity of Growth: 
Ephesians 4:1-16. 


This is one of those marvelous passages that 
come from the inspired apostle. It overwhelms us. 
May the Holy Spirit who guided Paul as he wrote 
those words, guide us as we try to see some of 
the lessons it has for us! May I examine with 
you some cf his words and expressions. 


1. The Unity of the Spirit. This is the work 
of the Spirit in our hearts that enables us to walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called: 
in other words, the work of the Spirit which 
renews us in the whole man after the image of 
God and enables us more and more to die unto 
sin and live unto righteousness: the sanctifying 
work of the Spirit. We are made new creatures 
in Christ Jesus. We are made lowly and meek 
and longsuffering so that we can be forbearing 
with one another in love. We are enabled to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. The 
Spirit unites in one Body and fills us with one 
hope of our calling. 


Men or women have to be “born again,” born 
of the Spirit, before there can be real unity. One 
reason why there is so much discord and divisions 
in the church is because there are those in the 
Church who have not the Spirit of Christ, and if 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of His. There is but one Holy Spirit and His 
work is to make us like Christ so that we can 
walk worthy of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. We cannot walk in this way until our hearts 
have been made new by the power of the Spirit. 


2. The Unity of Faith. There are great truths 
which we believe and this oneness of belief gives 
real unity. How can two walk together unless 
they be agreed? Let us examine these basic beliefs 
and see how they unite us, 


We have already seen that there is but “one 
Spirit.” The different bodies of Christians do not 
have diverse “Spirits,” but only One, the Holy 
Spirit, the third Person and the Trinity. 


There is one body. The Lord Jesus Christ is 
the Head and we are members of His body. 


One Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ. The very 
name, “Christian” signifies this: we are “Christ’s 
men.” We belong to Him. Follow me, He said to 
the early disciples. We preach not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus as Lord. 


One faith. There are certain great facts which 
we believe. This “precious faith,” once delivered 
to the saints, is to be earnestly held and contended 
for. It will not do to let these doctrines slip away 
from us. 


One baptism. This can only mean the baptism 
of the Spirit. I indeed baptize with water, but 
He shall baptize with the Holy Spirit. The appli- 
cation of water is only a symbol of true baptism. 
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One God and Father of all, the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
God of all comfort. He is the One God who js 


above all, and through all, and in you all. 


This “faith” is summarized in what is known 


as The Apostles Creed.” 
3. The Unity of Grace or Gifts: There is a 


diversity of gifts, as we see, but “every one” is 
given grace and gifts.” We do not all have the 
same gifts, but all have grace and gifts. He gave 
some to be apostles and some prophets; and some 
evangelists; and some pastors and teachers. He 
gives to all as He sees fit. 


4. The Unity of Growth. There is one ideal 
before the church: The measure of the Statue of 
the fulness of Christ; we have grown up into Him 
in all things, which is the head, even Christ. We 
have Him as our Ideal; the Perfect Man. I know 
of nothing which ought to unite the church more 
than this thought. All of us are to strive to be 
like Him. All our gifts are to be used for the 
building up of the body of Christ. What is our 
ideal, both for ourselves and for all Christians? 
If it is to become like Him, to live for Him, to 
glorify Him, and witness for Him, then we have 
a power that unites us all. 


“Speaking the truth in love.” ‘Truth and love 
are the two graces that will enable us to grow up 
into Him. He combined these two graces. To be 
like Him, we must combine them, too. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 2 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Alcohol — What The Christian Young Person 
Should Do About It 


Scripture: Matthew 22:34-40; Romans 14:13-23 


Hymns— 
“Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated” 
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 
“Make Me a Captive, Lord” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


We ask, “What should the Christian young 
person do about alcoholic beverage?” We answer 
without qualification, “He should leave it alone!” 
We give this dogmatic answer in full awareness 
that some people seem to be able to “drink in 
moderation” without seriously harming their bodies 
and without becoming involved in physical acci- 
dents or moral disasters. We are frequently re- 
minded that some people drink and maintain their 
respectability at the same time. We are told that 
social drinking does not have to lead necessarily 
to alcoholism or what is called “problem drink- 
ing.” There are instances where this seems on 
the surface to be true. If it is possible to “drink 
in moderation” without getting into trouble, why 
do we insist that Christian young people should 
never touch drink? We believe there are some very 
sound reasons for the strong stand which we take. 
Our speakers will give these reasons and elaborate 
on them. 


First Speaker: 


The Christian cannot drink because he is obli- 
gated to God to be at his best at all times. A 
person who is even partially under the influence 
of alcohol is not at his best. As we learned last 
week, there is no evidence that small amounts of 
alcoholic drink taken at reasonable intervals do 
any appreciable damage to the body or reduce the 
life expectancy to any appreciable degree. This 
leads some to think that moderate drinking ought 
to be acceptable to God. However, we also learned 
last week that even small amounts of alcohol in 
the system act to dull or relax the brain and 
nervous system. People who are “under the in- 
fluence” act and speak with greater abandon than 
they usually do because the alcohol has removed 
some of the restraint they normally feel. Their 
wits are not as quick, and their judgment is not 
as sound. Some of the most precious possessions 
God has given us are our reason and moral judg- 
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ment. To blunt them with alcohol just for the 
thrill of feeling relaxed is surely a sin against God. 


Temptation is difficult enough to resist when 
our mental and moral powers are at their best. 
Alcohol is the great ally of temptation. It dulls 
the reason and the sense of right and wrong, so 
that the person who has had a few drinks finds 
himself unconcerned about temptations which would 
normally be abhorrent to him. It has been the sad 
experience of many a young person to recover from 
the effects of a few drinks to find himself guilty 
of shameful words and deeds which can never be 
called back. Anything that dulls intellectual and 
spiritual sense is a thing too dangerous with which 
to experiment. 


Second Speaker: 


The Christian cannot afford to take the first 
drink because there is no guarantee that he can 
stop with so-called “moderation.” There was a 
young man who grew up in a Christian home 
where all drinking is forbidden. When he went 
out into the world for himself, he fell in with a 
crowd in which there was considerable drinking. 
He enjoyed their wild fellowship, and he joined 
with them in their drinking, determining that he 
would never lose control of himself. For a number 
of years he was faithful to his purpose. Then 
suddenly, before he knew what was taking place, 
he became the slave of whiskey instead of its master. 
Here is the man who for many years was counted 
on to take the others home when they became too 
drunk to go under their own power, and now he 
is no better than they. Alcohol is exceedingly de- 
ceitful. There is no way of predicting who will 
be its victims, or when and where they will be 
made. It is doubtful if any person ever started 
in the practice of drinking with the avowed purpose 
of becoming a slave of drink. Every habitual 
drunkard was sure at the beginning that he could 
keep his liquor under control. The only safe and 


sensible course to follow is never to take the first 
drink. 


Third speaker: 


The Christian cannot drink because it will 
damage his influence on others to do so. Suppose 
it were possible (and it certainly is not) to know 
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that a person could drink without damaging his 
body, without falling before any temptations, and 
without letting it become an uncontrollable habit; 
it would still be a practice in which a Christian 
could not engage. The Bible makes it very clear 
that we are responsible for the influence we have 
on the lives of others. If our way of living leads 
another to sin, we share in the guilt of that sin. 
The Bible teaches that even an act which may not 
be sinful in itself becomes a sin when it is engaged 
in knowing that another will be led astray by it. 
Many have said that the most dangerous drinker 
of all is the one who never gets drunk, who never 
gets into trouble, and who seems to prosper in every 
respect. He is dangerous because so many are 
encouraged to follow his example. No one is 
tempted to follow the example of a drunkard or 
the person who has become involved in crime and 
immorality through the use of alcohol, but many 
are tempted to mimic the “man of distinction” in 
his drinking. Many of those who do follow his 
example will have the evils of alcohol visited upon 
them and will become its victims and its slaves. 
No Christian has a right to experiment with a 
practice which is as deceitful and dangerous as 
that of drinking beverage alcohol. Let us determine 
to leave it absolutely alone. 
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WILL THE 
ASSEMBLY °S’ CHALLENGE 
GO UNMET? 


Asked by the General 
Assembly for World 
Missions for 1958 ______ $4,530,000 


Allocations accepted by 
Synods and 
Presbyteries 


(approximate) ________ 3,805.000 





Balance not 
underwritten __________ 725,000 


YOUR 
SACRIFICIAL GIFTS 
during 
The Week of Prayer and 
Self-Denial for 
World Missions 
are urgently needed to make 
up this balance and 
provide for— 

1. Sending 50 new missionaries. 


2. Making a modest increase in mis- 
sionaries’ salaries. 


3. Strengthening the support of the 
work on the field. 


4. Expanding our ministry to human 
need and suffering. 


Board of Worid Missions 
Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee 
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Evangelical Association Opens Files 
on Persecution of Protestants in 
Colombia, South America 


Files containing over 700 documented cases of 
persecution of Protestants in Colombia, South 
America, have been opened this week to the in- 
spection of representatives of the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors, the American Publishers As- 
sociation, and the journalistic fraternity, Sigma 
Delta Chi, it was learned here Friday. The files 
possessed by a Protestant organization, the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals, were made ac- 
cessible to the above three to counteract a protest 
issued in October, 1957, by Rev. John E. Kelly 
of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, about 
alleged inaccuracies in current newspaper reporting 
on persecution in Columbia. At that time he stated 
he would take his protest to the three journalistic 
societies. 


According to Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, secretary of 
public affairs of the evangelical association, the 
files have been painstakingly assembled over a 
period of years and are completely documented. 
Dr. Taylor, once a missionary to Colombia, has 
visited Colombia to personally inspect the scenes 
of persecution and receive testimony from eye 
witnesses. 


A number of events which occurred late in 1957 
bear out the fact of persecution in Colombia. On 
September 29, during an afternoon church service 
in the municipality of San Cayetano, Cundinamarca, 
the police arrested four Protestants. They were 
kept in jail for a number of hours before being 
released. Following their release, the priest of 
San Cayetano threatened the four men with lan- 
guage which they described as “abusive.” 


On October 3, 1957, an explosion caused by a 
bomb in the Protestant Chapel of Ocana, North 
Santander, did serious damage to the building. 
Doors, roof, walls and pews were damaged. 


On October 29, Juan Pablo Coy of Saboya, 
Boyaca, was attacked near his home. He was fired 
on three times and died of his wounds the same 
day. Prior to the attack he had been arrested for 
holding evangelical meetings in his home. He was 
jailed for two weeks because he refused to sign a 
statement that he would stop evangelizing in the 
area. After pressure was put on the mayor by 
the Ministry of Government, he was released. 


Shortly afterward the attack took place which 
ended his life. 


The National Association of Evangelicals has 
spearheaded a continuing effort to alleviate the 
persecution of Colombian Protestants and the in- 
fringement of religious and other rights of Amer- 
ican Protestant missionaries living in Colombia. 





KOREA 


Headquarters, U. S. ist Cavalry Division, 
Korea (RNS) — Members of the Eighth Engineer- 
ing Battalion of the First U. S. Cavalry Division 
are contributing toward a bell for a new Korean 
Presbyterian church nearby. 


The bell for the Shin Sahn Pioneer Presbyterian 
church will be of cast Korean brass. Brass-casting 
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goes back more than 2,000 years in Korea, where 
at one time giant bells were produced that stil] 
rate among the world’s finest examples of the 
art. 


The American Army engineers previously con- 
tributed building materials to help erect the new 
church. Braving 25-below zero weather, they also 
put in their spare time running a bulldozer to cut 
a road through the side of a hill to make access 
to the church easier. 





Knoxville Presbytery 
Synod of Appalachia 


The Presbytery of Knoxville held its Stated 
Winter Meeting in the Cedar Springs Presbyterian 
Church, Route 7, Knoxville, Tennessee. Present 
at the meeting were 44 ministers and 45 elders. 
In addition some 25 or 30 visitors were present. 


Rev. W. H. Beckman, pastor of the Red Bank 
Church in Chattanooga, was the retiring Moderator. 
The Rev. R. P. Keeton, pastor of the Fairmont 
Church in Knoxville, was elected Moderator. 


Rev. Turney Roddy resigned as pastor of the 
Wayside Church and he was honorably retired and 
dismissed to Memphis Presbytery. The Rev. Wal- 
ter Harbison was received from Kanawha Pres- 
bytery and will serve as the Supply Pastor of 
West Emory, John Sevier and Rocky Springs. 


During the past several months Knoxville Pres- 
bytery organized three new Churches: - Lake Hills 
in Knoxville, Lenoir City First, at Lenoir City 
and Rivermont in Chattanooga. Elders from all 
of these new churches were present at this meet- 
ing. 


Six young men were taken under the care and 
oversight of Presbytery as Candidates for the 
Gospel Ministry. They are: Amos Lafayette Wil- 
son, Jr., from Madisonville First Church, James 
Eldon Hicks from LaFollette First Church, Lee 
Maddux Gentry and John Thomas Allen, both from 
Westminster in Chattanooga, George Everett Gos- 
sett from Lookout Valley, Chattanooga and Jerry 
F. Conner, Jr., from the newly organized Church 
in Lenoir City. This makes 25 Candidates on our 
roll of Candidates. 


The Statistical reports were good. The total 
membership of the Presbytery was increased about 
500. Total gifts to all causes lacked less than 
$100,000 of reaching two million dollars. There 
was a good increase in the total given to benevo- 
lences again this year. 


The next stated meeting will be held in the 
Fairmont Church in Knoxville on Tuesday, May 6th. 


D. R. Greenhoe, S. C. 





Tuscaloosa (Mississippi) Presbytery 


WHEREAS, the report of the Council on Chris- 
tian Relations to the Ninety Seventh General As- 
sembly dealt solely with the so-called social gospel, 
and making no reference to the Gospel of Re- 
demption, and 
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WHEREAS, this committee through its Secre- 
tary continues to circularize the church with 
literature for the evident purpose of over-riding 
the conscience and up-rooting Christian principles 
of long standing, and 


WHEREAS, a recent pamphlet entitled: “Free- 
dom - The Christian Concept” has been sent to 
the Women of the Church which advocates inte- 
gration as a Christian duty, together with study 
books, many of which deal with social, economic 
and political questions primarily, and 


WHEREAS, the use of our Assembly literature 
by all organizations of the church is mandatory, 
and yet the source of this literature comes from 
such institutions as Yale, Harvard, and Columbia, 
rather than from those of our own Assembly who 
are well-grounded in the faith and historic prin- 
ciples of our own church, and 


WHEREAS, not only the funds of our own 
church are used in these divisive tactics, but 
thousands of dollars from an outside organization 
whose ideologies are antagonistic to the principles 
which have guided our church for almost a cen- 
tury, and 


WHEREAS, if this Christian Relations Com- 
mittee is allowed to continue in its well-fixed 
purposes, a rift in the life of our Assembly will 
become irreparable, and much of the efforts need- 
ed in all the important work of evangelization will 
be dissipated in ill will and useless strife, therefore 
be it 


RESOLVED, that the Session of the Catherine 
Church, in no uncertain terms, record our dis- 
pleasure and disapproval of the actions of this 
committee and its Secretary, and be it further 


RESOLVED, that we hereby humbly and re- 
spectfully urge all others of our church at large 
not to remain silent and submissive, but to raise 
a voice of protest against this unwarranted inter- 
ference with what we believe to be the spiritual 
convictions of a large majority of the membership 
of our church, and be it further 


RESOLVED, that we respectfully overture the 
Presbytery of Tuscaloosa to adopt this protest, 
and lodge the same with the 1958 General Assem- 
bly, and request that the General Assembly com- 
pletely dissolve its Division of Christian Relations 
of the Board of Church Extension, and 


FURTHERMORE, in order to inform as many 
of our church members and friends as possible, 
we request that the Stated Clerk of this Presbytery 
be ordered to give this action of our Presbytery 
all possible publicity. 


Respectfully, 

Session of the Catherine 
Presbyterian Church 

By - W. H. Bruce 


Approved and adopted 

by Presbytery of Tuscaloosa 
January 21, 1958, Catherine, Ala. 
Robert Moody Holmes 

Stated Clerk 





FLORIDA 
Tallahassee — (PN — Tallahassee’s youngest 
Presbyterian church, Faith Presbyterian Church, 
will have its first permanent building in 1958. 


The building program schedule of the three 
year old church called for occupancy of the first 
unit by April 1. The first unit is a Fellowship 
Hall, seating 400 for worship services. The $135,- 
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000 unit will also have kitchen facilities, and 
Church school rooms. 


Plans are under way for developing the rolling, 
wooded property around the brick structure for 
beautification, parking, and extensive recreational 
facilities. The church, which has a membership 
of 325 at present, owns a spacious 10 acre tract 
for its new home. 


Facilities to be included in the recreation] plans 
include a large patio for either outdoor worship 
or picnics, a multiple purpose court for sports, 
a campfire area for Vesper services, and a base- 
ball diamond. 


From the beginning of the church, emphasis 
has been placed upon developing Faith Church 
as a family church, and all plans have been toward 
making it a center of worship and recreation for 
the entire family. 


Formed as a colony of First Presbyterian 
Church, the Faith congregation has the impressive 
record of being second in Florida Presbytery in 
individual giving. 


Dr. Ross Lynn, a retired minister who formerly 
had served as president of Thornwell Orphanage 
in Clinton, S. C., served temporarily as pastor 
until the Rev. Oliver Carmichael was installed as 
the first pastor in April of 1955. 


Earlier, the church had built a manse, and 
until completion of its first unit, has been meet- 
ing in Kate Sullivan School. The church offices 
and fellowship meetings have been located at 
the rear of an apartment building on the church 
property. Members of the congregation built the 
benches and tables and other furnishings for the 
temporary facilities. 





Cherokee (Georgia) Presbytery 


At its annual winter meeting, Cherokee Presby- 
tery received two ministers: the Rev. Leroy P. 
Gwaltney, pastor elect of the Trion Presbyterian 
Church, and the Rev. William R. Hoyt, Bible Pro- 
fessor at Berry College, Rome, Ga. 


The Rev. Roy R. Myers, Jr., for the past four 
years the pastor of the Acworth Presbyterian 
Church, was dismissed to East Mississippi Presby- 
tery, where he will become the pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, West Point, Mississippi. 


The Rev. Sherwood Taylor, missionary to West 
Brazil, addressed the Presbytery and plans were 
announced for the visitation of three missionaries 
to Cherokee Presbytery, Feb. 23-26. They include, 
the Rev. D. Lee Williamson, of the West Brazil 
Mission; Rev. Plumer Smith, of the Congo Mission 
and Miss Lee Anna Scott, of the Congo Mission. 


In the course of the reports progress was re- 
vealed in the fields of Christian Education, 
Church Extension and Stewardship, Mrs. Will Joe 
Abbott, of Acworth, Ga., President of the Women 
of the Presbytery, presented an inspiring report 
on the accomplishments achieved in 1957. 


Presbytery was royally entertained by the offi- 
cers and members of the Chickamauga Presby- 
terian Church, and during the course of the meet- 
ing Presbytery visited the outpost of the Chicka- 
mauga Church, called Redbelt Chapel, and con- 
cluded its session there. 


The next Stated Session of Cherokee Presbytery 
will be held Tuesday, May 20, at the Cloudland 
Presbyterian Church. 
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Declaration of Christian Principles 


In view of conditions prevailing in Georgia at 
the present time and in the solemn conviction 
that the Presbytery has much to offer from its 
knowledge of Christian Principles to Christian 
people of Georgia for their guidance in attitude 
and in action, and in the belief that thousands of 
citizens of Georgia look to the Church for true 
light and guidance in times of conflict, concern 
and change as a history unfolds in the context of 
world upheaval in politics, industry, social struggle 
and the tides of Nationalism: now Cherokee Pres- 
bytery in session this January 21, 1958, Chicka- 
mauga, offers the following Declaration of Christian 
Principles: 


I. We believe that Jesus Christ is the Head of 
the Church. We believe that what Jesus 
Christ has said as recorded and expounded 
in the New Testament, is the rule of faith 
and order for Christians. 


II. We re-affirm that Ecclesiastical power is 
wholly spiritual; and that the sole functions 
of the Church as a kingdom and government 
distinct from the civil commonwealth, are to 

roclaim, to administer and to enforce the 
aw of Christ revealed in the Scriptures. 


III. We call attention to a few of the attitudes and 
teachings of Christ, as they bear on our cur- 
rent life and affairs in Georgia. 


1. Christ encourages His followers to feel and 
exercise compassion for the hungry, thirsty, 
lonely, the imprisoned, the sick of the 
world as a ministry to Him. 


2. Christ encourages His followers to divest 
themselves of attitudes of superiority and 
of thinking of themselves more highly than 
they ought to think. 


3. Christ encourages His followers to practice 
in the practical affairs of life the principle 
of justice and love, not only to our neigh- 
bors but even to our enemies. 


4. Christ encourages His people to render to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s but to 
recognize for what they are, the unfitness 
of any office holders, even including legis- 
lators, jurors, judges and governors who 





deny to men their proper rights as citizens 
of a Democratic Republic, by force, subter- 
fuge or in any other way. 

IV. Finally, the Presbytery of Cherokee affirms 
as a Christian standard the belief that by 
prayer, reading the Bible, and observance of 
the Christian ordinances men may grow in 
their desire to promote the peace, unity and 
purity of both Church and State. 





GEORGIA 


Southwest Georgia Presbytery held an adjourned 
meeting in Edgewood Church, Columbus, on Janu- 
ary 2ist, with the Moderator, Rev. Frank C. 
King presiding. There were 22 ministers present 
and 20 churches were represented by elders. Rev. 
F. M. Kincaid of Holt Church, Columbus, gave the 
opening devotional. Addresses were made to the 
Presbytery by Mrs. Gilbert Gragg, President of 
the Southwest Georgia Presbyterial of the Women 
of the Church, by Dr. L. C. Rossman, a member 
of Assembly’s Men’s Council, and by Dr. Karl 
Anderson, President of Rabun Gap - Nacoochee 
School. Colonel Albert C. Wildman, Post Chaplain 
at Fort Benning, was a visitor and invited the 
Presbytery to hold one of its future meetings 
in the Post Chapel at Fort Benning. Chaplain 
Wildman is a member of Ebenezer Presbytery in 
Kentucky. 


The pastoral relations between Rev. Saunders 
Garwood and the Pelham and Elmodel Churches 
were dissolved and he accepted a call to the West 
End Church in Valdosta. He will also serve as 
Chapel Minister of the the First Church of Val- 
dosta. 


Rev. M. G. Bradwell of Covenant Church, Al- 
bany, and Rev. L. W. Warren of Memorial 
Church, Columbus, were elected minister Commis- 
sioners to the General Assembly. Ruling Elders 
L. C. Rossman of Covenant Church, Albany, and 
William H. Sherrod of Edgewood, Columbus, were 
elected elder Commissioners. 


Since the last meeting of the Presbytery, Rev. 
L. B. Colquitt was dismissed to Potomac Presby- 
tery to become Executive Secretary, and Rev. 
Henry L. Smith, who has just returned from a 
year of study in Scotland, was dismissed to 
Mobile Presbytery to become pastor of the Mon- 
roeville Church. 





by the Nazis. 


Israeli Government. 


HEADQUARTERS: 
252 North Dillon Street 


Dept. SP 
Los Angeles 26, Calif., U.S.A. 





The American-European Bethel Mission, Inc. 


founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 
Our Unique Orphanage in the Holy Land 


I. Our Orphanage in Haifa, Israel, is a Memorial to the many boys and girls 
of Hebrew-Christians in our former Orphanage in Poland who were slain 


II. Our Orphanage is an uncompromising Gospel testimony in the Holy Land, 
established on uncontested ground, and it is officially registered with the 


III. It is a children’s Bible Institute for the preparation of future witnesses. 
IV. Asa faith work, this unique Orphanage needs and deserves the cooperation, 
by prayer and practical assistance, of every Christ-loving person. 
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The members of the Presbytery were graciously 
entertained by the pastor, and congregation of 
Edgewood Church, including a barbecue dinner. 
Rev. F. Clay Doyles is the pastor of the enter- 
taining church. 


The next meeting of the Presbytery will be held 
on April 15th in the West End Church of Valdosta. 


WOMEN OF PEACHTREE ROAD CHURCH, 
Atlanta, put final touches on more than $2,000 
worth of clothing, stuffed toys, Christmas stock- 
ings and aprons which the women’s circles made 
during the year. Under the leadership of President 
Mrs. E. T. Johnson, and Mrs. John Spencer, chair- 
man of sewing, more than 400 women took active 
part in the project for preparing a sewing gift 
for the children in Thornwell Orphanage, Clinton, 
S. C. Each circle in Peachtree Road Church is 
given $30.00 from the Women of the Church 
budget with which to buy material, and under the 
leadership of a sewing chairman within each circle, 
perhaps garments or other items according to a 
specified plan. The plan, now 10 years old, has 
produced over $1500 worth of party dresses, sports 
shirts, felt skirts and bathrobes, cloth scrapbooks 
and stuffed animals for the very young, shorts and 
frilly aprons for the Thornwell children each year. 





KENTUCKY 


Louisville — (PN) — Dr. William H. Hopper, 
who was for a long time treasurer of the Board 
of Annuties and Relief, and pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., died in a Louisville hospital 
January 29th. 


Dr. Hopper, a native of Stanford, Ky., has re- 
sided in Louisville for nearly 36 years. He was 
a graduate of Centre College at Danville, Ky., 
and Louisville Theological Seminary. In 1919 he 
received the honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 
from Centre College. 


Except for a pastorate which took him to the 
Handley Memorial Church, Birmingham, Alabama, 
from 1925 - 32, Dr. Hopper’s entire career took 
place within the bounds of Kentucky. 


After graduation from seminary he became pas- 
tor of a group of churches in Transylvania Pres- 
bytery. He was later pastor of the Woodland 
Church at Louisville and superintendent of evan- 
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gelism and stewardship there. Following his min- 
istry in Birmingham, Dr. Hopper returned to 
Louisville to become associate secretary and treas- 
urer of the Executive Committee of Christian Edu- 
cation and Ministerial Relief, a position he held 
from 1932 to 1950. After the Board of Annuities 
and Relief was formed out of this Executive Com- 
mittee, Dr. Hopper continued to serve for two 
years as its treasurer. 


His last pastorate was as stated supply in the 
pulpit of Flora Heights Church in Louisville, from 
1942 until his retirement in 1956. In 1940 he 
served as moderator of the Synod of Kentucky. 


At the time of his death, Dr. Hopper was a 
trustee of the Presbyterian Foundation. 


His wife is a former chairman of the Board of 
Women’s Work, and is now a member of that 
board and chairman of its Editorial Committee. 
She is also a representative of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., to the World Council of Churches. 


Along with Mrs. Hopper, four children survive: 
two daughters in California, Mrs. Vincent C. Gil- 
bert and Mrs. Allen W. Tacy; another daughter, 
Mrs. Arch B. Taylor, Jr., who with her husband 
is serving as a Presbyterian U. S. missionary to 
Japan; and a son, the Rev. William H. Hopper, Jr., 
who serves under the Presbyterian U. S. A. Board 
of Foreign Missions as a missionary to Iran. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Canton — (PN) — Dr. Charles McCain, who 
for eight years has been pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Canton, Miss., left in January 
to take up his new duties as pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of LaGrange, Ga. 


Dr. McCain is the son of Dr. J. B. McCain, 
the retired president of Agnes Scott College in 
Decatur, Ga. He grew up in Decatur, and is now 
back in his home presbytery. 


He was formerly pastor of a mission church 
at Pacagoula, Miss., and after two years of study 
at the Edinburgh, Scotland, University, and travel 
in Europe and North Africa, he accepted the 
call to the Canton church in October, 1949. 


Mrs. McCain is the former Miss Nancy Rathell, 
of Lexington, and their two children are Paul 
and baby Beth. 





FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Kosciusko, Mississippi 


An Open Letter to the General Council 


c/o Dr. J. Farra Van Meter 
341-C Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Georgia 


Dear Brethren: 


It has recently come to the attention of the 
officers of our church that Benevolence Funds 
sent to the Boards and Agencies of the Assembly 
are subject to diversion from their original causes 
through the use of an Equalization Tax of 5%, 
pooling such funds in the Equalization Fund for 
distribution to causes lagging behind in their 
budget receipts. We learned to our amazement 
that this applies even to funds which have been 
specifically designated, such as our own support 
fund for Mr. and Mrs. Reichardt Taylor, who are 
Brazil missionaries. We have learned that it even 
applies to the Joy Gift! We protest such methods 
of handling the funds designated to the various 
causes of our Church! 





PAGE 17 














We urgently request the General Council to 
recommend to the General Assembly that such a 
diversion of funds be discontinued, and that the 
Equalization Fund be abolished. We do not be- 
lieve that this “equalization” procedure can be 
justified in any sense, however excellent the causes 
to which the funds diverted may go. 


Since we cannot in good conscience go along 
with this method of handling funds, the Session 
has voted to discontinue sending any funds to the 
General Assembly causes until the Equalization 
Tax has been discontinued. We desire to co-operate 
with the General Assembly in its great causes, es- 
pecially in the missions enterprises of our Church, 
and will be glad to resume doing so when what 
we believe is an inequitable method of handling 
funds is abolished, which we hope will be soon. 


With prayers for the Church and for the 
Council, 
THE SESSION, 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 


E. L. JACKSON, Moderator 
FRANK BUCHANAN, Clerk 


S. H. MEEK WILL HAMMOND 
HUGH S. POTTS J. A. BOYD 

S. JONES WOODWARD E. 0. MOODY 
NED LACEY C. A. BELL, SR. 
FRANK BUCHANAN J. R. LANE 





Central Mississippi Presbytery 


Recent months have been busy ones in the 
“housekeeping” activities in the Presbytery of Cen- 
tral Mississippi. A revised set of Standing Rules 
was adopted, this as one effort toward expediting 
the meetings of Presbytery. At the same time, the 
Presbytery adopted a new plan for keeping the 
Ministerial Register. 


To replace the former bound-book plan for keep- 
ing the list of Ministers, a loose-leaf plan was 
adopted, with one page of the book for each Min- 
ister. The page contains the “covenant” vows to 
which the Minister subscribes, and the reverse side 
of the page provides space for information as to 
his training and service. This new plan was put 
into effect in a “covenant-signing service” during 
which each Minister signed the covenant while all 
present were engaging in a season of prayer and 
meditation. This service was concluded with a 
timely address by the Assembly’s Stated Clerk, Dr. 
E. C. Scott, of Atlanta. 


In the Winter meeting the necessary adjust- 
ments were made in committee memberships to 
bring these into harmony with the new Standing 
Rules. 


Chas. J. Currie, Executive Secretary of the As- 
sembly’s Board of Annuities and Relief, addressed 
this Winter meeting, held at Lexington. Mr. Russ 
M. Johnson, Jackson banker and a native of the 
county in which Lexington is located, was moder- 
ator of this meeting. 


After seventeen years of service as the Presby- 
tery’s Treasurer of Benevolences, Dr. R. E. Hough 
asked to be relieved at the end of December; his 
resignation was accepted, and a committee was 
named to compose a suitable tribute to him; and 
Mr. James Beckett, a Deacon in the First Presby- 
terian Church of Jackson, was elected as his suc- 
cessor. 


PAGE 18 





Are you satisfied 
with your Will? 


Ha you omitted something, or someone? 


Is there one bequest you intended to make... 
but didn’t? 


Do you think you should leave a part of your 
possessions to further the cause of the Master? 


By including the Board of World Missions in 
your will, you can provide for the continuous 
advancement of Christianity throughout the 
world. Many such bequests have been re 
ceived by our Board and invested in the work 
of Foreign Missions. 


In drawing or revising your will consult a 
good lawyer. We will be glad to supply any 
information desired as to the form of bequest 
or the use of your legacy. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 

Boarp or WORLD Missions 
PrREessYTERIAN CHURCH In THE Unrreo Stares 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILAZ 1, TENN. 
"To Foreign Missions a Share” 
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Commissioners to the General Assembly meet- 
ing in Charlotte were elected at the Winter meet- 
ing, as follows: Ministers - B. I. Anderson, W. A. 
Gamble, E. L. Jackson, J. Reed Miller; Ruling 
Elders - Mr. Cleveland Davis, Itta Bena; Judge 
Leon F. Hendrick, Jackson; Mr. A. A. Spencer, 
Yazoo City; Mr. Homer Turner, Philadelphia. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Clemson — (PN) — Presbyterian Forum lead- 
ers on the 1958 Clemson College Religious Em- 
phasis week have been announced here by the 
Rev. Charles E. Raynal, pastor of the Fort Hill 
Presbyterian Curch. 


They are the Rev. Cantey C. DuBose, Jr., 
pastor of the Seneca Presbyterian Church; the 
Rev. Sam C. Smith, pastor, Easley Presbyterian 
Church, and the Rev. Alfred G. Taylor, pastor of 
Greenville’s Fourth Presbyterian Church. 


Religious Emphasis Week at Clemson is in early 
February, with Dr. Eric C. Rust of the Southern 
Baptist Seminary in Louisville as guest convoca- 
tion speaker. Eighteen guest forum leaders will 
represent all major denominations and faiths in 
the annual week-long activities. 





Charlotte — (PN) — The Rev. Jonas Barclay, 
retired Charlotte minister, celebrated his 93rd 
birthday on January 28th. Mr. Barclay formerly 
served as superintendent of home missions in 
Enoree and Cherokee presbyteries, and has held 
pastorates in North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Maryland. He retired in 1941. One 
of his five children, Laura Louise, is the wife of 
the Rev. W. H. Matheson, Clinchfield Presbyterian 
Church in Marion, N. C. 





Chapel Hill — (PN) — A $300,000 campaign 
to build and furnish facilities for Presbyterian 
Student religious activities on five North Carolina 
campuses was approved here in January at a 
meeting of 50 ministers. 


The group spent one day touring existing Pres- 
byterian student centers at the University, State 
College, and Duke. Funds from the campaign 
scheduled in March will be used to replace, im- 
prove, or expand existing quarters at these three 
campuses and at East Carolina College and 
Woman’s College. 


The visitors were conducted on their tour at 
Chapel Hill by the Rev. Harry Smith, campus min- 
ister. They traveled by bus to Raleigh and State 
College for a luncheon where the speakers in- 
cluded: Dr. John A. Redhead, Jr., pastor of First 
Church, Greensboro; Dr. Harry Moffett, pastor 
of First Church in Gastonia; Dr. Harold Dudley, 
Synod’s Executive Secretary; and Paul Yu, a stu- 
dent. The Rev. Robert Henderson, campus min- 
ister, conducted the tour of present facilities. 


At Duke University the group spent the after- 
noon viewing present quarters for a student pro- 
gram being directed by the Rev. Charles Johnson. 
The day’s schedule was concluded with a dinner 
meeting. Presbyterian student needs were dis- 
cussed. It was announced at this meeting that 
Dr. Redhead will serve as ministerial chairman 
of the March fund raising campaign which will 
undertake to provide $300,000 to supplement the 
$200,000 already in hand. The resulting fund 
would build as follows: 


A total of $85,000 to erect a student center 
upon property already available at the Duke cam- 
pus; $30,000 to expand facilities for Presbyterians 
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FREE PLANBOOK 








All New 1958 


VBS 


Course by STANDARD 


TEN inspiring lessons on a 
SINGLE THEME teach the 
meaning of true worship 


True to the Bible... ....... Practical 
Adapted for Nursery through Teen-age 
Complete...... Correlated Handwork 
Easy to Teach....... Life Application 
ere ree Low Cost 


FREE Planbook contains suggestions 
on how you may have a successful 
VBS, and complete course description. 


Please send me 
[] FREE 1958 VBS Planbook No. 8-339 
Also enclosed is $....... coe $F 
[] 1958 VBS Introductory Kit contain- 
ing five teachers’ manuals and five pu- 
pils’ workbooks (1 each for Nursery, 
Beginner, Primary, Junior, Teen-age), 
Director’s Manual, new vacation school 
songbook, dodger, post card, tag and 
button, two certificates, etc. 
9311...Actual $4.50 value, only $3.75 


Name 
Address 














At your Bookstore, or 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 
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at East Carolina College; $90,000 for a center at 
State College to replace improvised facilities 
which are soon to be torn down; $265,000 will 
supplement local funds being raised at Chapel 
Hill for the enlargement and renovation of exist- 
ing facilities; and $30,000 to move Presbyterian 
student services at Greensboro to a location closer 
to the campus of the Woman’s College. 





Statesville — Concord Presbytery, Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., meeting at the Poplar Tent Church, 
Concord, was welcomed by C. R. Andrews, Clerk 
of the Session, and host Pastor, Rev. L. T. 
Edgerton. 


Rev. J. M. Murchison, minister of the First Presby- 

terian Church, Concord, was elected Moderator, 

succeeding Elder Fred A. Long, Lenoir. Rev. Ned 

ee Kannapolis, was elected Temporary 
erk. 


Commissioners to the General Assembly, meeting 
in the First Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, April 
24, were elected as follows. Ministers: Rev. E. P. 
Moye, Mooresville; Rev. J. M. Murchison, Concord; 
Rev. W. H. Matheson, Marion; Rev. A. L. Moran, 
Statesville; Rev. Fred R. Stair, Hickory. Elders: 
J. C. McNeely, Statesville; J. L. Goodnight, Salis- 
bury; H. M. Pitts, Kannapolis; B. B. Mullis, Salis- 
bury; H. D. Rhodes, Statesville. Rev. E. P. Moye 
was elected Chairman of the Commissioners. 


Dr. F. L. Jackson, Treasurer, reported that the 
churches gave in 1957 $272,164 to budgeted be- 
nevolences supporting the program of Missions in 
the South and foreign lands, Christian education, 
homes for children and the aged and other causes 
of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. 


Rev. Neill R. McGeachy, Statesville, Chairman 
of the Commission on the Minister and His Work, 
announced that the pastoral relations between Rev. 
Robert Collins and the little Joe’s Church, Barium 
Springs, had been dissolved and that he had been 
granted a letter of transfer to the Presbytery of 
Missouri where he has begun his work as minister 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Mexico, Mis- 
souri. 


Rev. F. M. Grissett, Salisbury, Chairman of the 
Committee on World Missions gave the schedule of 
visitation of Rev. Plumer Smith, formerly of the 
Church’s Congo Mission in Africa. He will speak 
in the Churches, January 27 - February 2 in the 
interest of World Missions. 


Rev. Walter Styles, Valdese, Chairman of the 
Camp Grier Committee, stated that more than 
2,000 registrations were recorded at the Presby- 
tery’s ome ne Old Fort, North Carolina in 1957. 
Concord esbytery held six camps for Senior, 
Pioneer and Junior groups. Four other camps were 
held by Winston-Salem, Asheville and Piedmont 
(South Carolina) Presbyteries. The camp is free 
of debt although it has made extensive improve- 
ments on the property and secured new equipment. 
Five Churches of the Presbytery have provided 
four new boats and fifteen life jackets for use on 
Lake Refuge. 


Rev. E. P. Moye, Mooresville, Chairman of the 
Church Extension Committee, stated that 35 
Churches reported 2,354 members and 2,746 in 
Sunday School. Total cost of the program was 
$175,447 of which the Churches gave $130,971. 
Quaker Meadows Church, Morganton, Sweetwater 
Church, Hickory, and Belk Memorial Church, Hick- 
ory, will have full time pastors. Belk Memorial 
is to be relocated in a growing area of Hickory 
where a site has been purchased and a new building 
is to be constructed. 


The next meeting of Concord Presbytery will 
be held in the Third Creek Presbyterian Church, 
Cleveland, April 22, 9:00 A.M. 
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B. 

Lewis 
will 

conduct 
first annual 


Holy Land Tour 


Climb aboard for inspiration and ad- 
venture among the actual scenes of favor- 
ite Bible stories, ancient lands of the 
Middle East, and modern Europe. 





Sailing July 9 


. on the S. S. Mauretania for a 56-day 
tour (or 45 days if you cross the Atlantic 
by plane). 


Leave cares behind as you set sail first 
for Paris; then fly to Egypt with its pyra- 
mids and bazaars. On to Beirut and 
Damascus, and travel along the Dead Sea 
to Jericho and Jerusalem. Stand upon the 
Mount of Olives; visit Bethlehem, Em- 
maus, Nazareth; journey on to dozens of 
other fascinating places; store up me- 
mories to last a lifetime. 


Clip this coupon today. Mail to: 


Miss B. Lewis 

Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176 

Richmond 9, Va. 








I am interested in the first Holy 
Land Tour. Send me more in- 
formation, with no obligation. 
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Address 








SOUTH CAROLINA 


Columbia — (PN) — Covenant Presbyterian 
Church of Columbia, S. C., is expanding its phys- 
ical plant with the building of a new Sanctuary 
and Educational building. 


The sanctuary will be of brick, redwood and 
glass construction, with a tall, prow-shaped win- 
dow in front, and stained glass windows on either 
side of the nave. The interior will be exposed 
brick, wood paneling, laminated wood arches, with 
exposed tongue and grooved wood ceiling. Seat- 
ing capacity will be about 450. The wing to the 
left will contain the study, church offices and 
vestibule. 
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The educational building is designed for small 
children and will be the first unit in a long range 
plan for other educational units. This unit, of 
similar construction and materials as the sanctu- 
ary, will have eight large classrooms in its 5,500 
square feet. Present facilities will be used as 
classrooms and assembly hall. Max Trout is chair- 
man of the building committee, and the Rev. Cecil 
D. Brearley, Jr., is pastor. Architect for the new 
buildings is LaFaye, Fair, LaFaye and Associates. 





Columbia — (PN) — Dr. Norman D. Dunning, 
noted English minister, conducted a series of 
preaching engagements at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Columbia. The mission opened January 
26 and closed February 2. The entire community 
was invited to attend the meetings, Dr. James W. 
Jackson, pastor of the host church, stressed. 


Dr. Dunning is a graduate of Cambridge Uni- 
versity and holds degrees in the arts and law. 
For many years he was a barrister-at-law of the 
Inner Temple at London, and a member of the 
Northeastern Circuit of the English bar. 


When he became convinced that God had called 
him to be a minister, he gave up his law practice 
and returned to Cambridge to study theology and 
religious education. He was ordained as a min- 
ister of the Methodist Church of England. 


During the war he was chaplain in the Royal 
Air Force, and guest chaplain for the American 
Eighth Army. Dr. Dunning is now head of 
Hawart Hall, Hull, an inter-denominational col- 
lege for young men who plan to enter the min- 
istry. 


He is author of three books: “Samuel Chad- 

wick —- Philosophy and Philosopher,” “The 
Cross and the Crown,” and “The Problem of 
Unanswered Prayer.” 


Dr. Dunning is in great demand as a speaker, 
having traveled widely on preaching missions in 
England, Canada, Australia, South Africa, and the 
United States. He will be remembered by many 
Southern Presbyterians who heard him speak in 
rong in 1956, at the Montreat Bible Con- 
erence. 


During the Columbia preaching mission he had 
a series of brief noon-time services on “Studies 
in the Life of Prayer.” His evening messages 
centered on a study of “Great Doctrines of the 
Church,” including “The Atonement,” The In- 
carnation,” “The Resurrection,” “The Providence 
of God,’ and the “New Testament Doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit.” 


TEXAS 


Dallas — Another new church in the greater 
Dallas area was organized on Sunday, January 19, 
in the city of Garland. 





Under the joint employ of the Presbyterian 
Extension Committee of Dallas and the Home Mis- 
sion Division of Presbytery’s Committee, Rev. Wal- 
ter C. Easton, Jr., has been developing this work 
in Southeast Garland since October 1. Forty seven 
people were received as charter members, 4 of 
them on profession of faith, and the name South- 
minster was chosen for the new church. 


Officers elected were: Elders - L. H. Grantham, 
Tom Allen and Virgil Jackson; Deacons - Carl 
Cotten, J. O. Holman, S. F. Griffin, W. A. Elliott, 
and Robert Power. 


This is the first church to be organized in 
the new Presbytery of Northeast Texas. The or- 
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ganization commissior appointed by the former 
Presbytery of Dallas was composed of Reverend 
Messrs. Allen H. Craft, R. Earl Price, Joseph A. 
Slicker, and G. H. Slusser; and elders George R. 
Allen, B. T. Erwin, G. R. Hollingsworth, and 
Austin B. Watson. 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond — Ministers of Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., are making a significant invasion of the 
printing world in England, an official of the John 
Knox Press reported here. 


Dr. Dwight Chalmers, editor for John Knox 
Press, reports four books by Southern Presbyterian 
authors have been, or will be printed in England 
in a period of just a few months. Two of the four 
books are reprints of highly successful John Knox 
Press publications. 


Already printed by SCM Press are Dr. James M. 
Robinson’s “The Problem of History in Mark,” 
and Dr. John Bright’s “Early Israel in Recent 
History Writing.’’ These are numbers 21 and 19 
in the SCM Press series on Studies in Biblical 
Theology. Dr. Robinson is teaching in Emory 
University School of Theology, in Atlanta; Dr. 
Bright is at Union Theological Seminary, Richmond. 


Already printed by Elek Press in London is the 
British edition of “Faith Healing and the Chris- 
tian Faith’ by Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Jr. This John 
Knox Press book was a Religious Book Club se- 
lection, and has been exceptionally popular in its 
American edition. Dr. Boggs is teaching at As- 
sembly’s Training School, Richmond. 


Shortly to be printed by SCM Press is Dr. Donald 
Miller’s special study book for 1958. “The Nature 
and Mission of the Church.” Release in England 
is expected early in the new year. This is also a 
John Knox book. Dr. Miller is at Union Seminary, 
Richmond. 


All four books are available through Presby- 
terian Book Stores. 





Montgomery Presbytery 


On January 28, 1958, Montgomery Presbytery 
met in the Tyler Memorial Presbyterian Church 
of Radford, Virginia. There were present forty- 
seven Ministers and fifty Ruling Elders. Rev. 
J. M. Kennedy was elected Moderator. Rev. R. E. 
Huey was nominated to be Moderator of the next 
Stated Meeting, the 248th, which will be held 
in the First Presbyterian Church of Covington, 
Virginia, on April 22, 1958. Presbytery overtured 
the General Assembly to establish a Department 
in the Board of Church Extension to minister 
especially to laboring people. Another overture 
to the General Assembly was adopted to deal 
with the possible use of our church buildings 
for educational purposes in case the public schools 
are closed by the state because of segregation 
difficulties. 


The name of the Claudville Church was changed 
to Mary Horner Walker Memorial Church. 


Rev. D. Kirk Hammond was installed as Execu- 
tive Secretary of Presbytery. 


Mr. Danny Austin McRight was received under 
the care of the Presbytery as a Candidate for 
Ministry of the Gospel. 
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Mr. Ronald T. Soder, a Candidate for the Min- 
istry of the Gospel, was received by transfer from 
St. Johns Presbytery. 


Resolutions of appreciation were adopted honor- 
ing Rev. G. L. Whiteley who is retiring as Super- 
intendent of Home Missions, and Mr. Frank G. 
Payne who is retiring as the treasurer of Benev- 
olences, Home Missions, Christian Higher Educa- 
tion, Church Extension Campaign and Trustees of 
Montgomery Presbytery, Inc. 


E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk 
Montgomery Presbytery 





Memorial to Virgil L. Flinn 


A man’s life is measured not by the number of 
years that he lives but by the use of his abilities 
in the time at his disposal. We, the members of 
the Session of Ruffner Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, feel that even though Virgil L. Flinn did 
not live threescore and ten, he gave a good account 
of his alloted time. 


Virgil L. Flinn was born October 13, 1895, at 
Ravenswood, West Virginia, and passed on to his 
eternal reward November 5, 1957. 


In 1921 he married Miss Eulah Richie also of 
Ravenswood, West Virginia. 


Mr. Flinn was an educator who made many last- 
ing contributions to his chosen field. For nine- 
teen years he was superintendent of the Kanawha 
County Schools of West Virginia, during which 
time great progress was made. His success in this 
field is indicated by the testimony of educators 
and many in other fields. He has been referred to 
as West Virginia’s most “able leader,” in the field 
of education, and “one of the nation’s top school 
administrators.” 


He joined the Ruffner Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in 1930 on profession of his faith in Christ. 
Four years later he was elected a deacon. After 
serving in this capacity for six years he became 
an elder. Among other activities he represented 
Kanawha Presbytery at the General Assembly and 
served as lay chairman of his Presbytery in the 
Christian Higher Education campaign that raised 
a million dollars for Davis and Elkins College. 


To the work of the Church he brought a keen 
intellect and devoted Christian spirit. His counsel 
was respected most highly in the Session and in 
every phase of Church work where he was called 
to serve. He gave unreservedly of his time and 
talents for the advancement of the kingdom of 
God. 


We extend our sincere sympathy to his wife, 
and take comfort in the words of our Lord, “I am 
the resurrection and the life.” 

Signed: Paul A. Chesney 
Pastor 


Bruce A. Leech 
Clerk of the Session 





The Moody Bible Story Book — 


NOW SELLING AT $3.85 


Large, clear, easy-to-read type 
639 pages (6x9 inches) 

164 two-color illustrations 

Over 400 stories in short chapters 
Attractive full-color jacket 


ORDER FROM 


THE SOUTHERN YTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 









PAGE 22 








THE EMPIRE OF SILENCE. Albert Joseph 
McCartney. Christopher Publishing house. $2.50. 


Dr. McCartney prepared these sermons for de- 
livery in the National Presbyterian Church. He 
has a keen instinct for the dramatic and makes 
great use of the Old Testament with the result 
that there is a fine balance with New Testament 
themes. All the sermons have texts. There is also 
a liberal use of the Scriptures. 





CALVIN’S DOCTRINE OF THE WORD AND 
SACRAMENT. Ronald S. Wallace. Eerdman’s. 
$3.00. 


This book is a result of the author’s studies in 
Calvin’s Commentaries. Though he has studied 
Calvin’s Institutes, Tracts, and Sermons, he has 
given special study to the Commentaries and there- 
fore we see here that the particular doctrines un- 
der review arise for Calvin out of his exposition 
of the Bible. The formal outline and the theo- 
logical expressions used here are suggested by 
Calvin’s own language and thought. It is important 
in the study of Calvin today to reveal what the 
Reformer himself actually said in order that mis- 
conceptions about his teachings may be cleared 
away. It is for this reason that the author ex- 
presses Calvin’s teachings both copiously and 
fairly. In the study of these quotations it is evi- 
dent that Calvin speaks to men in the 20th cen- 
tury as forcibly as he did in the 16th. 


It is refreshing to note the author’s sensible 
equation of the written word with the Word of 
God. He writes, “If anyone would proclaim the 
Word of God in the name of Jesus Christ, he 
must derive the word he has to speak from the 
witness to Jesus Christ given in the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments. God, that we 
may hear His Word has not left us to seek ‘daily 
oracles from heaven’, but has given us a written 
word to consult. The original purpose in having 
the law written down in the form of a book was 
to give the people an opportunity of knowing 
the Word of God apart from any oracular ex- 
perience.”” Then he quotes Calvin on this subject 
as follows, “When it pleased God to raise up a 
more visible form of a church it was His will 
that His Word should be committed to writing in 
order that the priests might derive from it what- 
ever they would communicate to the people.” 


He continues the thought that “if we wish to 
know Jesus Christ and bear witness to Him, it is 
to this source in the written word that we must 
turn, both for our necessary knowledge of the 
historical facts and for our understanding of the 
meaning of these facts. There can be no reliable 
source either for the knowledge or for this under- 
standing other than the writings of the law, the 
prophets, and the apostles. They are thus for us 
the only authoritative witness to Christ and we 
may trust them as reliable sources.” 


Students of Calvin will be delighted with this 
work. Christian ministers will find that their 
preaching will be enriched by the perusal of its 
pages. The author has done a remarkable job 
and we are grateful for this volume. 


—J.R.R. 
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE. William 


Barclay. 
Westminster Press. $2.50. 


Dr. Barclay maintains that the Gospel accord- 
ing to St. Luke is the best life of Christ ever 
written. He has no doubt about the authorship 
of the Gospel. He says, “If he had not written 
the Gospel very certainly no one would have at- 
tached his name to it. Luke was a ‘Gentile’ and he 
has the unique distinction of being the only New 
Testament writer who was not a Jew.” 


The author believes that the title ‘““Most Excel- 
lent Theophilus” is the title for a high official 
in Roman government. He affirms that Luke wrote 
to tell this earnest inquirer more about Jesus and 
he succeeded in giving Theophilus a picture which 
must have thrilled his heart. 


The author combines scholarship with popular 
appeal to a remarkable degree. We can follow 
him in most of his interpretations. Occasionally 
he betrays certain weaknesses. This is notably 
true in his exposition of Luke 1:26-28. He tells 
us that there are two great reasons for accepting 
literally the account of the virgin birth. One is 
that there are two accounts that affirm this fact. 
The second is, if Jesus was, as we believe, so very 
special a person, he would have a special entry 
into the world. So far, so good. But we are dis- 
appointed when we read, “The church does not 
insist that we believe in this doctrine.”’ The fact 
is that the true church of Christ has always in- 
sisted upon this in every century of its existence. 
The virgin birth of Christ is an integral part 
of the great Christian creeds and is not one of 
the optional matters in Christianity. 


The author has an interesting comment on the 
subject of demon possession. He observes, ““Mod- 
ern thought has been swinging round to the ad- 
mission that perhaps there is something in demons 
after all. There are certain troubles which have 
no bodily cause at all so far as can be discovered. 
There is no reason why the man is ill, but he 
is il. Since there is no physical explanation, some 
now think that there must be a spiritual one and 
the demons are not so unreal after all.” 


Read with discretion, this book could be of real 
help to both ministers and Sunday School — 
-R.R. 


SIN AND SALVATION. Lesslie Newbigin. 
Westminster Press. $2.00. 





Since 1954 Bishop Newbigin has been Deputy 
Moderator of the Church of South India. In this 
capacity he prepared this book for the use of 
Christians in the Tamil Dioceses of the Church of 
South India. It is a vigorous treatment of basic 
questions on the Christian faith. The author here 
deals with 8 aspects of sin and salvation. 


“Salvation issues in victory,” says Bishop New- 
bigin. “This victory is found in the coming again 
of Christ. He tells us that Christ has promised that 
he will come again and this is sufficient: that is 
the point to which we look forward in hope and 
we know that this hope cannot be disappointed 
because God has given us His Holy Spirit as the 
pledge of His fulfillment.” 





LATE MEDIEVAL MYSTICISM—Volume 13 in 
The Library of Christian Classics. Ray C. Petry. 
Westminster Press. $5.00 


This volume presents the best mystical thought 
Within medieval Christianity. It gives a compre- 
hensive survey of mysticism’s chief characteristics 
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and its historical development within western 
Christendom to the middle of the 12th century. 
The chief emphases in western contemplation are 
related to its stress upon an immediate awareness 
of God’s presence and intimate experience of uni- 
fying companionship with Him. The recurring 
notes of purgation, illumination and union are 
stressed in relation to the balancing elements of 
the contemplative and the active life. 


The best writings from 13 mystical traditions 
are represented in this work. Each writing is 
accompanied by brief introductory orientations. 
Included are selections from Bernard of Clairvaux, 
the Victorines—Hugh, Richard and Adam, Francis 
of Assisi, Bonaventure, Ramon Lull, Meister Eck- 
hart, Richard Rolle: Hermit of Hampole, Henry 
Suso, Catherine of Siena, Jan Van Ruysbroeck, 
German Theology, Nicholas of Cusa and Catherine 
of Genoa. 


Volume XIII is certainly one of the richest in 
the Library of Christian Classics. The best of 
mystical theology is contained within the compass 
of 413 pages. This is an inheritance which should 
be reclaimed by our contemporary generation. 


John R. Richardson 





CALVIN’S DOCTRINE OF MAN. T. F. Tor- 
rance. Eerdman’s. $3.00. 


Dr. Torrance, the well-known Scottish theologian, 
presents in this volume 12 chapters. The first is 
concerned with man’s knowledge of himself. The 
theme of the second is man’s place in creation. 
Then follows 4 chapters on the image of God. 
There are 2 chapters on total perversity. The 
ninth chapter is an exposition of the sin of mind. 
Chapter 10 deals with the mind’s knowledge of 
God and the book closes with two chapters on 
natural theology. 


The author’s concern in this book is exegetical 
rather than controversial. He endeavors to lay 
bare Calvin’s own thought and present it as far 
as possible in Calvin’s own way and in his own 
words. The largest portion of the volume, there- 
— consists of citations gathered from Calvin’s 
WOPrkKS, 


This volume leads the student into the heart of 
Calvin’s theology. It sets before the reader much 
in Calvin’s thought that is seldom brought to light, 
but which is relevant to the present hour. The 
study of this book will convince the reader, as 
Dr. Torrance points out, that “few theologians are 
more concerned than John Calvin to provide the 
church with a carefully articulated knowledge of 
man and at the same time to weave that into the 
context of our knowledge of God.” All who de- 
sire the finest in theological thought would do well 
to purchase this volume. Calvin’s thoroughly Bib- 
lical position and his searching understanding of 
human nature can do much to clarify contemporary 


theological thought. 
John R. Richardson 





GRACE FOR TODAY. William Goulooze. Baker 
Book House. $2.50. 


Dr. Goulooze wrote this book to inspire courage 
in the sick. It speaks of trust in God and an 
unfaltering confidence in His providence. While 
the author was writing, he knew that he had an 
incurable disease and his earthly life would soon 
come to a close, but throughout it all his trust in 
God remained firm. This is the sixth and final 
book of Dr. Goulooze on the subject of suffering. 
This is an excellent book to distribute to patients 
in hospitals and institutions erected for care of 
suffering. 
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NUMBER TWO OF A SERIES 








Why Make 











Man To Lawyer: “Should I make a will? You know I have only a modest 
estate.” 


LawyER TO Man: “If you don’t make a will, the state will make one for 
you. Your property will be managed and distributed by 
a court-appointed administrator, Estate and court costs 
will be higher. The law, and not you, will determine 
under what terms it will be received and used. By a will 
you have the opportunity of thoughtfully providing for 
your loved ones, your Church, and causes in which you 
are especially interested, such as young people and 
Presbyterian colleges. Whether we have much or little, 
there is great satisfaction in giving to the causes that 


we feel are of lasting importance. A will provides an 
excellent way to give.” 











OUR PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES 
SENIOR COLLEGES 
Agnes Scott Centre Hampden-Sydney Queens 
Arkansas Davidson King Southwestern 
Austin Davis and Elkins Mary Baldwin Stillman 
Belhaven Flora Macdonald Montreat Westminster 
JUNIOR COLLEGES Presbyterian Junior 
Lees Junior Mitchell Schreiner Institute 
Lees-McRae Peace School of the Ozarks 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES AND TRAINING SCHOOL 
Austin Columbia Louisville Union 
General Assembly’s Training School for Lay Workers 


Presbyterian 
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“To make money immortal, PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL 
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Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
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